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THE KINGSTON VILLAGE SITE 
BY A. H. SIMPSON 

FOREWORD 

We are very grateful to Mr. George N. 
Childs, President of the Kingston Lake Gravel 
Company, for permission to excavate at the site 
described and for interest shown in the work. 

We �tend to Mr. Thompson, superintendent 
of the company, our appreciation for the cour
tesies and favors shown us while collecting the 
artifacts described herein. 

Our thanks are also extended to Dr. Frank 
Collins Baker, of the University of Illinois, 
for his painstaking work in identifying the re
mains of animal life found. Also to Dr. Donald 
F. Hansen, of the University of Illinois, for
the identification of the fish scales collect
ed and to all who have contributed a helping
hand in collecting, photographing, and tabulat
ing the collection, we are grateful.
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DESCRIPTION OF SITE 

HISTORY OF OPERATIONS 

1931-1932 

mound just before it was

4 

was no archaeoloby section in the Peo1•ia Ac d r:iy 
of Science, and the ar ifacts disclose! er 
picked up by various persor.s who kent 'he kno -
ledge to themselves ancl claimed to . ave se"1r 
the exclusive right to s 1ch artifa·ts on th 
property. 

After r.ia.king a railroad grade several r 1· 
in length, the gravel cor.pa .. �r deci,�ei o. nd n 
the idea of rail transcortation and to di� the 
gravel by hydraulic net�ods a,.;l shi1 it by 
b�rge. . \'/hen t�e hydra ·lie redge began opera
ti ens, 1 t furb.er ex. os ed the :rn. t•ire cf the ol, 
Indian village. T .e - re::10va..1. of t:ne gravel c •: -
ed the clay and loam above to to. le i1, ri 
ing to view a cross-sectio,. on the embarJ;::1 i. f 
the village floor, outlined by ash, ch rco 1,
shells, bones, potsherds, circular firerlace , 
and storage pits. 

Face of bank showing storage pit restin up?n 

the gravel beneath. The old village flool' 
,if:at the level of the top of the pit. These ! ·

were rich in artifacts. 
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